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Jews and Brews: An Informal Jewish Conversation for Men
Thursday, March 13
7:30 p.m.
Lakewood Country Club
Join us for drinks and schmoozing, followed by informal text study and
discussion with Dr. Louis Nagel about ethical living in our modern world.
Contact Bernie Rod for more information.
Shabbat Magic Highlights
10:00 a.m. Gold Kippah (Prayer Enrichment) Chug
10:30 a.m. Mini-Minyan (Grades K-2)
10:30 a.m. Junior Congregation (Grades 3-6)
11:00 a.m. Torah for Tots (Children Pre-K and Younger)
Click here for a detailed schedule.
March 15 - Ima on the Bima Shabbat - Bring your mom, grandma or another special family
member!
March 22 - 2nd Grade Shabbat
March 29 - Kadima Basketball Joins Junior Congregation
April 5 - Combined Mini-Minyan and Junior Congregation
April 12 - Parashat HaShavua Discussion at 9:00 a.m.

1

Purim Celebrations
Saturday, March 15
8:00 p.m. Traditional Megillah Reading
9:30 p.m. Purim Reception and presentation of "A Very Disney Purim".
Sunday, March 16
9:00 a.m. Morning Minyan and Traditional Megillah Reading
9:30 a.m. Purim Carnival for Pre-schoolers
10:45 a.m. Tots Program (pre-school), Mini-Minyan program (Grades K-2),
and Junior Congregation Service (Grades 3-6)
12:00 p.m. Purim Carnival for School age Children
Sisterhood: Bingo at the Hebrew Home
Perform a mitzvah and have fun with residents of the Hebrew Home.
Tuesday, March 18 (Smith-Kogod)
10:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Please contact Dottie Cohen.
Rabbi Simon's Spring Book Review
Wednesday, March 19
10:00-11:00 a.m.
Join us for several book reviews by Rabbi Matthew Simon.
Questions? Contact Jill in the Blumberg-Zalis Family Library.

Scholar-in-Residence | Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin
Friday, March 21 - Sunday, March 23
Martini Judaism: For Those Who Want to Be Shaken and Stirred
Ever since his first book, Putting God on the Guest List: How to
Reclaim The Spiritual Meaning of Your Child's Bar or Bat Mitzvah,
Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin has been known for his writing, teaching and
activism. One of American Judaism's most quoted rabbis, he has been
described by colleagues as "an activist for Jewish ideas."
Click here to see the complete weekend schedule. Registration is
required for the Shabbat dinner. Please note: an additional $5 per person will be charged for
any reservations received after Monday, March 17.
The Saturday evening event with Jeff Salkin will be hosted by Bernie and Annette Forseter.
There is no charge but pre-registration is required to Beth Balinas.
Day School Parent Social
For all B'nai Israel parents with children attending a local Jewish day school
Saturday evening, March 22
8:15 p.m.
At the home of Tobi and Stuart Bassin
11510 Danville Drive, Rockville
Join us for drinks and dessert! All participants will be asked to bring one item. You may respond
via the Sign Up Genius link or by contacting Sharon Safra (240-221-2500).
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For more information, contact the Day School Committee Co-Chairs, Debra Diewald or Dana
Lande.
"Is God on Your Guest List?"
with Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin
Sunday, March 23
9:35 a.m.
This program is for 5th grade parents and 6th graders and their parents.
The future of Judaism depends on restoring sanity and sanctity to the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah. Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, author of the well-known book Putting God on the
Guest List, will show us that it's easier than you think. Questions? Contact
Sharon Safra.
Social Action: Manna Food Packaging
Sunday, March 23
10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
Mark your calendars for our next Manna Food Warehouse food packaging. This is always a
wonderful family activity. The Manna Food Warehouse is located at 9311 Gaither Road in
Gaithersburg. Questions? Contact Andrea Nadelman (301-455-5934).
Best Birthdays Project
Sunday, March 23
Beverly Schnitzer, Valerie Eisenstein, & Wendi
Abramowitz
Co-Chairs
Isn't it fun to celebrate your birthday? Do you have a
cake? Receive gifts? Feel special? Did you know
that there are many boys and girls right here in
Montgomery County who can't stay in their homes,
which are unsafe and dangerous? These children must go to live with foster families, who don't
always know when the children's birthdays are or don't take the time to make these dates
special for the foster children who are living with them.
We can help Child Protective Services make these children smile on their birthdays. Click here
for a list of items that we will be collecting from now until Sunday, March 23. Drop off items in
front of the Education Office.
If you would like to learn more about this wonderful project, please contact Beverly Schnitzer.
Thank you so much for participating in this mitzvah!
Social Action: Pre-Passover Basket Delivery
Sunday, April 6
Help Deliver Passover Food Baskets to Seniors in the Rockville Area. Volunteers will pick up
baskets in the B'nai Israel Parking Lot on Sunday morning, April 6 for delivery prior to 1:00 p.m.
that day to seniors in the Rockville area. Contact Signe Wetrogan (301-384-2994) for
information and to volunteer. This project is held in conjunction with our community's Good
Deeds Day.
1st Grade Family Education Program
Sunday, March 30
9:15 a.m.
Parents and children prepare for Pesach together. We will learn and make some fun things to
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add to our family sedarim (seders) and traditions. Details are being sent out to all first grade
families via email and snail mail. Contact Sharon Safra with questions.
Sisterhood: Pre-Passover Cooking Class
Sunday, March 30
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Exciting Passover dishes with a great instructor
Fee: $18 made payable to B'nai Israel Sisterhood
Please contact Rochelle Iserson for more information.
Searching for your Roots: Five Databases to Get You Started on Jewish Genealogy
Sunday, March 30
10:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Join Vera Finberg of the Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington (JGSGW) and learn
how to design and customize your search for finding your Jewish roots using today's modern
technology. Questions? Contact Jill Gendelman in the Blumberg-Zalis Family Library.
L'Mazel Spring Expectant Parent Class
New Format!
Sunday, March 30
11:00 a.m.
This class includes topics such as details for planning a brit milah (ritual
circumcision) or naming/simchat bat (welcoming ritual for a baby girl),
transitioning from couple to parents, selecting a Jewish name, and
building a Jewish home. Single parents, interfaith couples, same-sex
couples, members and nonmembers are all welcome.
If you or someone you know is expecting a child or in the process of
adopting a child, please contact Family Education Director Sharon
Safra (240-221-2500). To register, click here .
Monday Night at the Movies
March 31
7:30 p.m. in the Goldberg Youth Chapel
Free Men (2010/99 min/French with English subtitles)
In German-occupied Paris, a young unemployed Algerian is given a chance
to avoid jail, by agreeing to spy on the Paris mosque suspected of aiding
Muslim Resistance agents and helping North African Jews. After meeting a
beautiful Algerian Jewish singer at the mosque, he stops collaborating with
the police and gradually transforms from a politically ignorant immigrant into
a fully-fledged freedom fighter.

Washington Friends of Women of the Wall Promoting Pluralism
Tuesday, April 1
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Celebrate Rosh Chodesh Nisan with a Shacharit Service and Learning at B'nai Israel
Women harassed for praying out loud in Israel? What's the real story at the Kotel (Western
Wall)? How is what happens there important to Jews here?
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Join Washington friends of Women of the Wall to learn more,celebrate the new month and support
pluralism in Israel and beyond.This program is open to all. Please bring your tallit.
B'nai Israel Sisterhood Education Committee Presents . . .
Wine, Women and What's Nu?
Wednesday, April 2
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Chairs: Meg Gold, Rebecca Taffet, Carol Vogel
An event for all B'nai women, sponsored by Sisterhood.
Please RSVP by March 19 to Carol Vogel (301-770-5444).
Womens' Journeys:
Passover is almost here, the festival that asks us to remember the
amazing journey our people took from Egypt to the Promised Land,
from slavery to freedom, from having no sense of self to learning how to be a nation in
partnership with God. As modern Jewish women, we also undertake journeys, at once
personal and collective, within the greater community in which we live. Join Cantor Wolpert and
enjoy refreshments and wine as she facilitates a unique program in which we hear the stories of
some very special guests. We all have a journey to share.
Seder Workshop with Rabbi Safra
Friday, April 4
9:30-10:30 a.m.
This workshop is co-sponsored by the Schilit Nursery School
Parent Association.
Registration: Free
Are you hosting a seder or looking for new, kid-friendly ideas
to bring to someone else's seder? Join Rabbi Safra for a brief guide to the essential elements of
an abbreviated service. We'll share best practices, browse family-friendly haggadot, and
discuss other ways to get participants beyond that popular fifth question, "When do we eat?"
There will be plenty of materials to look through and bring home, including craft ideas and a CD
from Cantor Josh.
5th and 6th Grade Kallah
Friday-Sunday, April 4-6 at Capital Camps
Registration forms are available online. For more information or questions, contact Melissa
Schwartz or Rabbi Safra. The deadline for registration is Tuesday, March 18.
Passover Seder Workshop with Rabbi Schnitzer
Sunday, April 6
9:45-11:00 a.m.
Registration: Free
The seder is a pivotal educational opportunity that comes to life
anew each year in our own home. Its core purpose is to teach the
idea of freedom. Let's explore together our goal of making the
seder experience most meaningful and enjoyable across the generational lines.
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Monthly Lunch and Learn: Torah Study
Monday, April 7
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Registration: Free
Join the eager group of congregants and others who assemble
monthly to participate with Rabbi Schnitzer in a detailed
engagement with the text of the Torah.
B'nai Israel Book Discussion Group
Wednesday, April 9
11:00 a.m.
The Retrospective: A Novel by A. B. Yehoshua
Discussion Leader: Lin Solomon
The Retrospective, whose Hebrew title Hesed Sefaradi means Sephardic
or Spanish Compassion, is a novel about a director, a screenwriter and an
actress, old friends and colleagues who meet up for the first time in
decades in Santiago de Compostela and are forced to face the demons
that undid them years before, and the ones haunting them now.
HAZAK-Active Seniors
My Personal Exodus: From Ethiopia to Israel with Pnina Agenyahu
Thursday, April 10
Bring a dairy lunch at 12:00 p.m.
Presentation begins at 12:30 p.m.
Pnina Agenyahu is the shlicha (Israel Emissary) to the Jewish
Federation of Greater Washington. She was born in Ethiopia and
immigrated to Israel at the age of 3. Hear her exciting and inspirational story. Reservations are
requested to Beth in Rabbi Safra's office (301-881-6550, ext. 575).
HAZAK is our group for individuals 55 or older who want to share in interesting experiences. It's
never too late to make new friends!
Disability Awareness Shabbat
Saturday, April 12
9:00 a.m.
with Guest SpeakerLiz Weintraub, B'nai Israel Member and Co-chair of
the Inclusion Committee
Celebrate our congregation's commitment to inclusion at all levels.
Support B'nai Israel While Doing Pesach Shopping
With Pesach around the corner, many of us will be visiting Giant/Peapod, Moti's Market, and
Shalom's Kosher very often. Please consider supporting B'nai Israel and our family
programming by buying scrip gift cards from the Family Education Department before you do
your shopping.
The gift cards and scrip from these stores can be purchased during normal business and
Talmud Torah school hours in the Education Office or you can make special arrangements to
pick them up at your convenience. You buy them at face value and use them just as you
would cash or a credit card at those stores. It WILL NOT AFFECT your gas points, school
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bonus points, coupons or any other reward points.
Questions or want to set up a pick-up time? Contact Sharon Safra (240-221-2500). Checks or
cash only!
Pesach is Monday, April 14-Tuesday, April 22
To download the Rabbinical Assembly Guide to Pesach, click
here.

Mechirat Chametz - Selling of Chametz
If one cannot completely remove all
chametz food from the home during Pesach, Jewish law provides
for the conditional sale of
chametz to a non-Jew during Pesach. Upon the conclusion of
Pesach, the chametz reverts to its original owner.
It is customary to make a contribution for ma'ot hittin, providing
Pesach food for the needy, when selling chametz. Contributions should be made payable to
the B'nai Israel Congregation Tzedakah Fund. Please return the form by noon on Friday April
11, in order to sell your chametz. Chametz will be repurchased at the conclusion of Pesach on
Tuesday evening, April 22. Click here to download the form.
B'dikat Chametz - The Search for Chametz, and Bi'ur Chametz-Burning Chametz
The search for leavened bread takes place on Sunday evening, April 13, after sunset. Members
of the family, equipped with a lighted candle, go from room to room gathering crumbs of bread
to ensure that the house has been cleansed of all chametz. Many families have a custom of
hiding pieces of bread in order to guarantee that something may be found. Special
b'dikat chametz sets (including a feather, spoon, candle, and instructions) are available from
the Sisterhood Judaica Shop.Chametz is burned no later than 10:00 a.m. on Monday morning,
April 14. This activity involves even the youngest members of the family.
Siyyum Bekhorim- Fast of the First Born
Monday morning, April 14,following the 7:15 a.m. minyan.
This observance reminds us that when the first-born of Egypt were slain during the Tenth
Plague, the Israelite first-born were saved. It is incumbent upon first-born Jewish males to fast
on the day before Pesach but, this responsibility is nullified when one joins in the completion of
text study. All first-borns past bar/bat mitzvah age are therefore encouraged to join in this
special tradition.

Following the morning service and the study session, we will join in a seudat mitzvah, a
festive meal, provided through the courtesy of Micki and Lowell Gordon.
Pesach Services
Please note changes to the regular evening service schedule
in observance of the holiday.
Tuesday, April 15*
First Day of Pesach - 9:00 a.m.
Youth Services - 11:00 a.m.
Mincha - 12:15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 16
Second Day of Pesach - 9:00 a.m.
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Youth Service - 11:00 a.m.
Pesach Pizza Party at the conclusion of services. $12 per family.** Reservations are due by
Tuesday, April 8.
Mincha and Ma'ariv - 7:45 p.m.
Saturday, April 19
Shabbat and 5th Day of Pesach - 9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m. Combined Mini-Minyan and Junior Congregation
11:00 a.m. Torah for Tots
Gold Kippah will not meet this week.
Sunday, April 20
Seventh Night of Pesach - 7:45 p.m.
Monday, April 21
Seventh Day of Pesach - 9:00 a.m.
Matzah Brei Mania - 10:30 a.m.
$12 per family.** Reservations are due by Tuesday, April 8.
Youth Service - 11:00 a.m.
Mincha and Ma'ariv - 7:45 p.m.
Tuesday, April 22
Eighth Day of Pesach with Yizkor Prayers - 9:00 a.m.
Youth Service at the Landow House - Please meet at B'nai Israel at 10:30 a.m. and walk with
our staff to the Landow House.
Mincha and Ma'ariv - 7:45 p.m.
Pesach ends at 8:17 p.m. on Tuesday, April 22.
*Please note that there will be no evening services at B'nai Israel on Monday, April 14, and
Tuesday, April 15. Copies of the evening service along with CDs chanting are available to
enable individuals to conduct the Ma'ariv service in their homes.
**Special rate of $20 per family for both events. Click here to download the reservation form.
Questions about these programs? Contact Sharon Safra.
Roots of Israelite Monotheism: Evidence from Archaeology and
Texts
L.I.F.E. Lecture Series
with Dr. Mark S. Smith and Dr. Elizabeth Bloch-Smith
Sunday, May 18
7:30 p.m.
Fee: $5 members/$10 nonmembers
This lecture is co-sponsored by the Biblical Archaeology Forum and the Biblical Archaeology
Society of Northern Virginia
Click here for more information.
L.I.F.E. Lectures are free of charge and open to all B'nai Israel members and the entire
community.
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An Evening With JEFFREY TAMBOR
Wednesday, May 28
8:00 p.m.
Jeffrey Tambor is one of the most iconic and respected character
actors working today. As a man of many talents, Tambor is highly
creative, using his overwhelming love for life and the lessons learned
along the way as sparks of inspiration for his in-person
performances.
Most people know of Tambor's versatile and accomplished acting
accolades in film and television. These include his unforgettable roles
in the popular programs The Larry Sanders Show and Arrested
Development, as well as in the films And Justice for All and The Hangover. These roles and
many others display his innate, unique acting gifts. Tambor has also received numerous honors
for his professional work, including six Emmy nominations and two Screen Actors Guild
Awards, as well a Television Critics Association Award nomination for Outstanding Individual
Achievement in a Comedy Series. However, his greatest honors have since come in his own
personal life, which he willingly shares with his audiences.
Join us as Jeffrey Tambor speaks to us from the heart, sharing his personal truths as a way to
inspire young and old to embrace human connectivity.
Click here to order tickets online. To download a ticket order form, click here.
Schilit Nursery School Registration
2014-2015 Nursery School registration
is now underway for our Schilit Nursery School. Prospective families with
children ages 2-5 interested in enrollment in our half day or full day programs
for nursery school 2014-2015, including Before Care and After Care, please
contact Karen Gerton, Director, Schilit Nursery School, 301-816-5578, to
schedule a tour of our school.

Harris Teeter Together in Education
B'nai Israel Schilit Nursery School is linked with Harris Teeter as a registered school for
Together in Education (TIE). You need to re-link your card each Fall. Link your Harris Teeter
VIC card to B'nai Israel Schilit Nursery School TIE Account number -1506. After your card is
linked, simply purchase Harris Teeter brand products or fill a prescription and if enough people
shop at Harris Teeter a donation will be made to our nursery school. We appreciate your
support.
Congregational Trip to Eastern Europe with Rabbi
Jonathan and Beverly Schnitzer
April 28-May 12
Join Rabbi Jonathan and Beverly Schnitzer as they visit
Prague, Budapest, Krakow, Warsaw with an optional
extension to Berlin. A trip to these destinations is an
extraordinarily powerful and memorable Jewish experienceone that will truly touch your soul!
Click here for more information and tour highlights.
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Sisterhood:Chicks Who Stitch
Sunday, May 18
Bring your knitting, crocheting or other needlework project that you are working on and join
Sisterhood's Chicks Who Stitch. Newcomers are always welcome. For more information contact
Harriet Levi.
Multi-Generational Israel Adventure with Rabbi
Michael and Sharon Safra
Imagine Yourself in Israel!
July 28-August 8
Here are just some of the incredible highlights:
Visit the wonderful excavations of ancient Caesarea,
enjoy a boat ride on the Kinneret followed by a
lakeshore dinner, travel to the Golan Heights by jeep,
tour and wine and cheese tasting at the Bahat
Winery, glide down Jordan River tributaries in a
kayak, swim in the wondrous natural pools at
Sachne, experience Kabbalat Shabbat in Jerusalem,
slosh through Hezekiah's water tunnel, ascent by
cable car for a tour of Masada, walk through the
beautiful Ein Gedi Nature Reserve to the waterfall,
and much, much more!
Questions? Contact Rabbi Safra (301-816-5565). Click here for more information.
The DJTorah Honor Society in Memory of Hazzan Deborah Togut
The DJTorah Honor Society was created to honor the memory of Hazzan Deborah Togut by
increasing the number of teenagers who participate in the ritual life of the synagogue through
Torah reading. Teenagers who read full-length portions in the Dweck Sanctuary service will
receive credit towards the Society.
Three (3) qualified readings reaches the Yad (Pointer) level and earns a gift certificate to
Amazon.com, a special kippah, and a yad.
Seven (7) qualified readings reaches the Keter (Crown) level and earns a place on a plaque in
the Goldberg Youth Chapel. Students at this level will be entitled to an additional $100 for
approved youth programs (i.e. a member of the Society who would normally receive $500 for a
trip to Israel would be entitled to $600).
The rules governing eligibility for scholarships are determined by the B'nai Israel Scholarship
Committee. For more information about our scholarship programs, please contact Melissa
Schwartz.
Get started reading Torah and earning credits this fall. Please contact Cantor Ilana Wolpert to
schedule your first reading today!
Sisterhood Judaica Shop - For all your Judaica Needs
301-770-7577
Mark your calendars. The holidays are just around the corner!
For Purim we have . . .
Masks, Graggers, Hamantashen Platters, Children's Books, Costume Accessories, and much
more!
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Shop Hours
Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 4:15-6:15 p.m.
For special appointments call Dottie (301-881-7115), Miriam (301-649-3770) or Linda (240-2424040). To special order personalized kippot and benchers for your simha, call Suzy Levy (301460-9636).
Help Wanted in the Sisterhood Judaica Shop
Sales Associates Needed. Love to be around Judaica? Friendly and like to meet new people?
Join the volunteers to work in our beautiful Sisterhood Judaica Shop. We are open MondayFriday, 10:00 a.m-12:30 p.m.; Tuesday 4:15-6:15 p.m.; and Sundays 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Pick
one day or several. We would love to have to you join our "staff". No experience is necessary.
Contact Dottie Cohen (301-881-7115) if you are interested.
Mabel's Labels
Mabel's Labels carries awesome colorful, indestructible, easy-to-use
labels. They are dishwasher, microwave, and laundry safe labels that
can be attached to practically anything you don't want to lose.
Clothing, dishware and more. To browse products and place an order
we ask that you use the unique B'nai Israel Schilit Nursery School
link.
Questions? Contact the Nursery School Office (301-816-5578).
Memorable Moments of B'nai Israel
Calling all photography enthusiasts! Would you like to be a part of preserving the legacy and
posterity of B'nai Israel? We are looking for members to help us to record the history of B'nai
Israel Congregation for future generations. If you are interested in this important task, please
email your name and contact information to Marni to be a part of this team.
If you had previously responded to our request for photographers, please send your contact
information to Marni . We look forward to working with you!
Daily Minyan Sign-Up
At B'nai Israel, we are justifiably proud of sustaining daily morning and evening minyanim.
Unfortunately, our evening minyanim sometimes lacks the required ten adults during the winter
months. We are again instituting a voluntary sign up list to try to encourage more people to
participate in our evening minyan. We want to urge you to try to commit to a minyan or two over
the coming weeks, and to let us know in advance when those dates might be.
Click here to see a list of dates and people who have agreed to support us. You will notice that
there are 4 slots for each date, as we already count on at least 6 "regulars" on any given night.
The password is "bnai" and there is no need to register with the website unless you want email
reminders.
Your commitment to ensuring our daily evening minyan helps B'nai Israel maintain the sense of
community excellence for which we are known.
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Don't forget to subscribe or renew your Washington Jewish
Week subscriptions through Sisterhood.
Make your check payable to B'nai Israel Sisterhood and leave it
in the Washington Jewish Week envelope found in the
Sisterhood mailbox in the main office. For questions, contact
Toby Loewy. The rates are as follows:

Regular: $72.08 for 1 year, $99.64 for 2 years
Senior (55 and up): $38.16 for 1 year, $72.08 for 2 years
An Invitation to Join Your Congregation by Telephone When You Cannot Be With Us at
Our Services
Open your Siddur or Humash at home or away from home and participate in our Shabbat,
Festival and High Holy Day services. Follow the reading of the Torah, study the parasha
together with the congregation, listen to the comments of the rabbis on the many concerns of
Jewish life, offer personal prayers and sing familiar melodies along with the Hazzan and our
B'nai Israel community.
Up to 15 participants will be able to call into the B'nai Israel phone system between 9:00 a.m.
and 12:00 noon and listen to the live audio of our service in the Dweck Sanctuary.
How to use the system:
1. Dial the regular B'nai Israel phone number, 301-881-6550.
2. When the automatic system answers the telephone, dial "7".
3. You will be transferred to the live Dweck Sanctuary audio.
Please note: If 15 participants are already listening on the system, you will receive a message
that the system is full. Please try again later in the morning.

B'nai Israel Congregation
301-881-6550 | info@bnaiisraelcong.org | http://www.bnaiisraelcong.org
6301 Montrose Road,Rockville, MD 20852

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.
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